
FROM A BOARD ROOM MIRROR. 

MRS. M A R Y  A K N A  COKE Ius l)ccn 
appointed  hlatron of the  Mancllcs- 
ter  and  Salford  Nursing  Institution. 
Mrs. CORE was trained  at  thc 
Leicester  Infirmary,  where  she 
remained  for five years, acting  as 

Night  Superintendent for the last two. S h e k s  
then  appointed  one of the  Matrons of the  East 
London  District  Nursing  Association,  where  she 
worked  from 1887 to 1890. During  the last few 
months,  she  has  taken  charge of the  wards  set 
apart  for  enteric  fever  in  the  Leicester  Infirmary. 
Mrs.  CORE  is  a  Registered Nur‘se, and a  Member  of 
the  Royal  British  Nurses’  Association,  and  is  also 
known  as  the  inventor of the ‘ (  Core  Bed-Rest.” 

MISS EMILY M. DE BARToLobrB has  been  appointed 
Sister  of  a  Woman’s  Surgical \Vard in  the  Leicester 
Infirmary.  Miss BARTOLOM~  completed  the  term 
of three years’ training  last  February,  and  gained  a 
Certificate. 
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MISS  ALICE DANNATT, lecturer  on  Domestic I-Iy- 
giene for the  Lindsey  County  Council,  completed 
before  Christmas  a  successful  Course of I ive 
Imtu res  in,  and  near,  the  Isle of Axholme. T h e  
attendances  at  the  several  lectures  numbered 2 , 7 7 7 .  
T h e  growing  audiences  and  the  kind  interest ex- 
pressed were most gratifying. This was the first 
Course of the  third  season. 

* * * 
SIR RICHARD QUAIN, Bart.,  President of the 
General  Medical  Council,  has  accepted  an  invitation 
to inaugurate  the new Medical  School of the 
University  College of South Wales and  Monmouth- 
shire,  at Cardiff, on  February  the  4th. 

* * 8 

AT a Sessional  Meeting  held on Wednesday,  the 
Ioth inst., Sir THOMAS CIUWFORD, K.C.B., in  the 
chair,  an  address was given by I)r. TIionNE 
‘~‘I-IORNE, Medical Officer of the  Local  Government 
Board,  on ( (  Diphtheria,  its  Causes  and  Prevention.” 
He pointed  out  its very unequal  distribution  around 
England  and Wales, but  showed  that it prevailed 
largely in areas  which  were  cold  and  damp.  It was 
remarkahlc  that  although  Enteric  Fever  had  rapidly 
declined with the  increase of sanitary  reforms 
during  the last twenty years, I )iphtheria  had largely 
increased. I h r i n g  thc  samc  period  the  death  ratc 
from i t  was nearly  three  times  as  much  as j n  1872, 
and it  was most  prevalent  during  the  school age of 
children  from 3 to 10 years. I-Ie considered  that 
all causes, such as  damp,  cold, sewer gas, &C., 

which  produced  sore  throat, were predisposing  con- 
ditions of 1)iphtheria by rendcring  the  individual 
susceptible to the attacks of the  specific  infection 
of the  disease,  and  that they  wcrc i n  this way con- 
nected with the  discasc,  altlwugh n o t  thc  tlircct 
cause ; that t he  aggregation of chilclrcn i n  schools 
was one of the  most powerful causes of its  spread, 
as  the  close  proximity of children  during  school 
hours  rendered  them very liable to take  each 
other’s  breath in which  the  infection was conveyed. 

S * * 
As a means of prevention,  he  thought  that  it was 

very important  that  whenever  cases of Diphtherin 
occurred,  all  children with the  slightest  sore  throat 
should  be  excluded  from  school  attendance,  and 
this  would  proba.bly be  more  effectual  than  closing 
the  school  entirely.  That  as  milk  had  been  shown 
to convey  the  infection of Diphtheria,  it  should 
always  be  boiled  before use. Domestic  animals, 
such  as  the  cat,  which were  likely to be  affected by 
the  disease,  should  be  avoided by chiIdren  during 
the  time  IXphtheria was prevalent.  Iliphtheria  is 
essentially  an  infectious  disease,  and all precautions 
of disinfection of rooms  and  clothing  should  be 
taken  after  cases  had  occurred. 
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